BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES.*
Abel, Niels Henrik. Born at Findoe, Norway, August 5, 1802 ; died April 6, 1829. Studied in Christiania, and for a short time in Berlin and Paris. Proved the impossibility ol the algebraic solution of the quintic equation ; elaborated the theory of elliptic functions; founded the theory of Abelian functions.
Abul Jud, Mohammed ibn al Lait al Shanni. Lived about 1050. Devoted much attention to geometric problems not soluble with compasses and straight edge alone.
Abul Wafa al Buzjani. Born at Buzjan, Persia, June 10, 940; died at Bagdad, July i, 998. Arab astronomer. Translated works of several Greek mathematicians; improved trigonometry and computed some tables; interested in geometric constructions requiring a single opening of the compasses.
Adelard. About 1120. English monk who journeyed through Asia Minor, Spain, Egypt, and Arabia. Made the first translation of Euclid from Arabic into Latin. Translated part of Al Khowarazmi's works.
Al Battani (Albategnius). Mohammed ibn Jabir ibn Sinan Abu Abdallah al Battani. Born in Battan, Mesopotamia, c. 850; died in Damascus, 929. Arab prince, governor of Syria; great-
*The translators feel that these notes will be of greater value to the reader by being arranged alphabetically than, as in the original, by periods, especially as this latter arrangement is already given in the body of the work. They also feel that they will make the book more serviceable by changing the notes as set forth in the original, occasionally eliminating matter of little consequence, and frequently adding to the meagre information given. They have, for this purpose, freely used such standard works as Cantor, Hankel, Giinther, Zeuthen, et al., and especially the valuable little Zeit-tafeln zur Geschickte der Mathematik, Physik und Astronomie bis zum Jahre fSoo, by Felix Miiller, Leipzig, 1892. Dates are A. DM except when prefixed by the negative sign.